
Waking Up  
to the Future
How 125 Years of 
Innovation Prepare  
Us for the Age of AI
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“You must let my poor haulers earn their bread.”

overwhelming when you’re living through it.
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Phase 1: 

Phase 2:

Phase 3: 

Phase 4: 

Phase 5:



Time Asleep: 45 Years

left behind. Instead of the familiar 

streets now roar with automobiles under the steady glow of 

What Happened

Automobile:

Radio: 

Airplane: 

Telephone: 

Assembly Line: 

PHASE 1: 1900-1945

Major Inventions and Their Impact



Innovation Predictions: What Experts Got Right and Wrong
 

What They Got Right What They Got Wrong

 

Growth of $10,000: Stocks, Bonds, 50/50 Portfolio, and Cash (1900-1945)
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Past performance does not guarantee future results. 
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Time Asleep: 27 Years What Happened

safety.

Television:

Commercial Jet: 

Home Appliances: 

Interstate Highway: 

Polio Vaccine:  

PHASE 2: 1946-1973

Major Inventions and Their Impact



Innovation Predictions: What Experts Got Right and Wrong

What They Got Right What They Got Wrong

 

Growth of $10,000: Stocks, Bonds, 50/50 Portfolio, and Cash (1946-1973)
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Past performance does not guarantee future results. 



Time Asleep: 26 Years
I was stunned to wake up to glowing 

internet weaving invisible threads 
 

relentless.

What Happened

Personal Computer:  

Mobile Phone: 
work and travel while blurring the line between personal and professional time.  

Global Supply Chain: 

Internet: 

ATM: 

PHASE 3: 1974–2000

Major Inventions and Their Impact
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Innovation Predictions: What Experts Got Right and Wrong

What They Got Right What They Got Wrong

everyone would love to have a keyboard grafted on as an 

 

Growth of $10,000: Stocks, Bonds, 50/50 Portfolio, and Cash (1974-2000)

Past performance does not guarantee future results. 



Time Asleep: 19 Years
Imagine my surprise seeing the ubiquity of 

planned the moon landing. People 

What Happened

Smartphones:

Cloud Computing: 
models. 

GPS Navigation: 

Social Media: 

Streaming Services: 

PHASE 4: 2001–2020

Major Inventions and Their Impact



Innovation Predictions: What Experts Got Right and Wrong

What They Got Right What They Got Wrong

 

Growth of $10,000: Stocks, Bonds, 50/50 Portfolio, and Cash (2001-2020)
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Past performance does not guarantee future results. 
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PHASE 5: 2021-PRESENT
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Past performance does not guarantee future results. 
 

OpenAI 
releases a 

text-to-image 
generation 

tool 
JAN 2021

AUG 2021
Tesla 

announces 
Optimus, a 
humanoid 

robot

ChatGPT publicly 
launches, 

triggering mass 
adoption of AI  

NOV 2022

MAR 2023
ChatGPT-4 is 

released, 
showing major 

improvements in 
reasoning

China 
announces 

DeepSeek, which 
has near-parity 
with leading AI 

systems
JAN 2025

MID-2025 
AI agents 
become 

efficient in 
multi-step 

planning and 
performing 

autonomous 
tasks  

FEB 2026
Multiple 

sectors sell 
off as 

markets 
digest what 

AI means for 
the economy  

Tesla begins 
mass 

production of 
Optimus Gen 3 
for large-scale 
industrial use

JAN 2026

EU approves the 
AI Act, the first 

comprehensive AI 
regulatory 
framework  
MAR 2024

OCT 2024
NVIDIA 

surpasses Apple 
as the largest 

company in the 
world

Timeline of Select AI Milestones

Growth of $10,000: Stocks, Bonds, 50/50 Portfolio, and Cash (2021-Present) 
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Investing

Manufacturing

The Workplace

Digital Assistants
 

Healthcare  

Longevity

Driverless Cars

Food

Smart Glasses

Memories

inventor

Relationships

(AI) Life After Death

RIP

Innovation Predictions: Who Will Be Right & Wrong?



 
against a loss. 

Large-Cap Growth Stocks 
Large-Cap Value Stocks

Mid-Cap Stocks
Small-Cap Stocks are represented by the 

International Stocks 

Emerging Markets Stocks
in the global emerging markets. Core Bonds 

Short Duration Bonds are represented by the 

Cash Investments
is represented by an equal 

 

Annual Returns (%) Average

All Periods

ENDURING STRATEGIES FOR A CHANGING WORLD



-46.18%
-33.51%
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-33.93%

4.90% 1.62%

29.14%

7.18%

-0.94%

Oil Crisis and Stagflation
(1/1/73-9/30/74)

Black Monday and
Aftermath

(8/26/87-12/4/87)

Dot-Com Bust
(3/25/00-10/9/02)

Global Financial Crisis
(10/10/07-3/9/09)

COVID-19 Crash
(2/20/20-3/23/20)

 Stocks      Bonds

Past performance does not guarantee future results. 
Stocks Bonds are represented by the 
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 1-Year CDs Minus Inflation 

Past performance does not guarantee future results. 
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 Stay Curious:

 Learn to Adapt:

 Diversify Your Portfolio: 

 

 


