
1 

10 Things You Should Know About Bitcoin

You’ve probably heard a lot about Bitcoin and may be wondering what it is and whether it’s right 

  1 Crypto what? – Cryptocurrency is a digital currency that’s an alternative to the US dollar and other traditional 
currencies. Bitcoin was created in 2009 and is the largest and oldest cryptocurrency.

  2 Mystery man 

  3 Fasten your seatbelts 

Financial Crisis (FIGURE 1). And 2026 is shaping up to be a volatile year with 25% of trading days in January and 
February having 4% positive or negative moves. 

  4 Put on your thinking cap 

  5 Finite supply creates scarcity 
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reason why some people believe Bitcoin will increase in value over time. 

  6 What’s in your digital wallet? – Bitcoins are purely digital and stored electronically in programs called wallets that 

transaction.

  7 Save some gains for Uncle Sam – The IRS treats Bitcoin as property rather than currency. If you receive Bitcoin as 

  8 Don’t lose your password! 
people forgot their passwords.2

  9 Value is in the eye of the beholder 
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10 Digital gold? – Some institutions and wealthy investors are using Bitcoin as an alternative asset class similar to 
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FIGURE 1: Bitcoin Had Nearly as Many Large Price Drops in 2025 as Stocks Had in 2008

Bitcoin Bulls Say Bitcoin Bears Say

Bitcoin belongs to the people; it can’t be manipulated by 

more money 

Bitcoin has no intrinsic value; it could potentially lose all  
its value and become worthless

The limited supply of Bitcoin could result in higher demand 
decrease the value of Bitcoin

The US has established a strategic Bitcoin reserve using 
seized assets; demand would rise if the US and other 
countries start buying Bitcoin

The US strategic Bitcoin reserve doesn’t currently purchase 

reserve currency 

If wealthy individuals and institutions allocate 2-3% of  

will soar

A handful of people currently own a large portion of 

unwind their positions

Bitcoin

The UK banned sales of certain crypto-derivative products 

could put downward pressure on Bitcoin’s price  
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